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Conclusion Common indications for ERCP were symptomatic choledocholithiasis and 
malignant biliary obstruction. ERCP can be successfully performed with low complication 
rate in experienced hands in low procedural volume center.
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Introduction Homicide, the killing of one person by another, is considered the most 
devastating violence. Legally homicide can be either murder or culpable homicide where 
the difference in the degree of knowledge and intention.

Objective To describe the demographic features, and medico-legal significance of the 
injury, and to evaluate the social background of the victims of homicide.

Methodology A retrospective descriptive study based on a postmortem report was carried 
out on all the cases examined at the JMO office, Jaffna from June 2014 to June 2022. The 
data were analyzed using SPSS statistical package.

Results Among 105 postmortem examinations alleged to be homicides, 77.1% of deaths 
were recorded in the Jaffna district while 22.9% of deaths were recorded outside of the Jaffna 
district.  Males were predominantly represented (62.9%) with a male to female ratio of 7:4. 
The commonest weapon or force used in homicide was blunt (51.4%) while sharp was the 
second highest (32.4%). Cut and laceration were the nature of injury for 25.7% and 21.9% 
of homicides respectively. Hemorrhagic shock (30.5%) was the major cause of death, head 
and neck regions were commonly involved, in 38.2% and 24.5% respectively. Regarding 
the nature of the injury; burn injuries (90%), mechanical airway obstruction (77.8%), and 
lack of breathable air (100%) showed female preponderance (p value<0.05) whereas cut 
injury (61.5%), laceration (78.3%), stab injury (100%) and firearm injury (100%) were 
predominantly seen in the male population. Considering the cause of death; consequences 
of cranial-cerebral injury (79.4%) were commonly seen in the male gender (p<0.05) and 
asphyxia-related deaths (85.7%) were more in the female gender (p<0.05).

Conclusion The nature of the injury and the cause of death in homicides had a significant 
relationship with the gender of victims because the weapons of high lethality were used 
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mostly to kill the male victims whereas weapons of low lethality were used mostly to kill 
female victims. This may depict the cultural attitudes toward gender in the respective 
demographic area involved in our study. Further research may be needed to quest the 
attitudes towards gender. Awareness programmes regarding the demographic and socio-
economic background of homicides must be paramount to curtail the incidence of homicides 
in the future.
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Introduction The most common modality for renal replacement therapy is haemodialysis 
(HD). Vascular access (VA) for HD should have optimum functionality with minimum 
complications. Preoperative ultrasonography assessment of the vessels is not practiced 
widely. Though, KDOQI recommends preoperative ultrasonography vascular assessment 
for high-risk patients, European Society for Vascular Surgery guidelines recommends it 
for all patients.

Objectives This study aimed to assess the un-assisted fistula rate and access abandonment 
rate, after preoperative combined clinical and ultrasonography assessment of vessel quality, 
and to assess post-operative complications of haemodialysis vascular access. 

Methodology This descriptive study was conducted among patients who underwent 
surgical arteriovenous (AV) access creation from September 2021 to June 2022 and data 
were collected prospectively.

Results During our study period, 72 patients underwent AV access creation and only 55 
patients were followed up due to poor compliance (male 76%, female 24%). The preferred 
type of AV access was selected after preoperative clinical and ultrasonography evaluation 
for optimum vessel quality. Most of the patients underwent brachiocephalic fistula (78%), 
whereas 15% was radio cephalic fistula and 7% had brachiobasilic fistula. Among this 
cohort, 54% haemodialysis (HD) was initiated before the surgery. During follow-up, the 
un-assisted fistula rate was 76% and the access abandonment rate was 12%. Vascular 
access did not mature (post-operative period < 8 weeks) in others (12%) within our study 
period. The mean duration of cannulation was approximately 8 weeks (ranging from 2-16 
weeks, SD-4weeks). Considering postoperative complications, 5% of patients developed 
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post-operative hemorrhage and one patient developed pseudoaneurysm. Postoperative 
bleeding which needed surgical intervention was significantly associated with access 
abandonment (p=0.04).

Conclusion Evaluation of optimum vessel quality with combined clinical and preoperative 
ultrasonography assessment produces a satisfactory un-assisted fistula rate. Postoperative 
hemorrhage was significantly associated with access abandonment.
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Introduction Urolithiasis is one of the most common urinary tract disorders. Various 
treatment options are available and the precise treatment approaches depend on various 
factors. 

Objectives To assess the demographic details, clinical presentation and management of 
urolithiasis in patients admitted to the professorial surgical unit of Teaching Hospital, Jaffna.

Methods It was a descriptive study carried out at the professorial surgical unit, Teaching 
Hospital, Jaffna from January 2022 to April 2022. Data were collected including 
demographic details, clinical presentation, and management of urolithiasis. Descriptive 
statistics were analyzed for categorical and numerical variables using SPSS 26.0. Pearson’s 
correlation was used to determine whether there was any correlation between variables. P 
value ≤ 0.05 was deemed statistically significant.

Results Out of 132 patients, eighty (60.61%) were males. Patients ranged in age from 17 
to 83 years, with a mean age of 49.39±15.54 years. The commonest presenting symptoms 
were pain (n=85, 63.64%) followed by lower urinary tract symptoms (12.12%, n=16), 
asymptomatic (14.39%, n=19), obstructed infected kidney (9.85%, n=13) and visible 
haematuria (8.33%, n=11). Majority (n=77,58%) had comorbidities such as diabetic mellitus 
(n=38), hypertension(n=51), and hyperlipidemia (n=11) respectively. 81.82% (n=108) of 
patients had single stones. The commonest site of stones was on the left (n=52, 39.39%), 
followed by right (n=50, 37.88 %), bilateral (n=20,15.15%) and bladder (n=10,7.58%). 
48.48% (n=64) presented with renal and pelvic ureteric junction stones (mean size of 


